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Women are the foundation of every society. Although their sacrifice and commitment to the political,
economic, and social spheres are not recognized, their commitment to household activities can not Attitu

be repudiated. On account of the denial, they are more inclined towards the environment. Women
depend more on the environment to carry out their household jobs-right from cooking to relaxing. of res
They are preeminent collectors of natural resources and it is inevitable to rely on water, land, and and fo
trees for their household chores. Therefore, the dilapidation of the environment directly affects the the W
lives of women. This article attempts to illustrate the conmection between women and the includ
environment. know]
Keywords: Feminism, Ecology, Environmental Movements & Policies well-k
caregi
Introduction medic
Ecofeminism started in the 1970s and 1980s as the multitude of forms of environmental Wome
theories, activists, and feminists in many parts of the country. The term “Ecofeminism” was rigoro
propounded by Francoise d’ Eaubonne in her book Feminism or Death published in 1974. It is a Wome
movement that envisages an intrinsic connection between the exploitation and deprivation of the partici

environment and the subjugation of women and oppression in the existing society. It confronts
contemporary patriarchal principles and embraces that the relationship between women and nature Ecolo,

cannot be deparated. The last decades wilnessed many woinen environmentalists and environmental
movements emerged for women’s rights (Mellor, 1997). their v

Feminization of agriculture
A survey taken during 2017-2018 reveals that with the increasing rural-to-urban migration L Chj
by men, there is a feminization of the agriculture sector, with a growing number of women in various forest,
roles as entrepreneurs, laborers, and cultivators. World widely, there is empirical evidence of wo,
; oA g Sportg
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that women have an influential role in ensuring preserving local agro-biodiversity and food security.
[n most parts of the world, women are given the responsibility of working on the farm and domestic
food production (Tiondi, 2001). The number of women is expanding their involvement in agricultural
work. It has been known that in many African tribes, more work associated with food production is
left to the management of women (Boserup, 1970). The findings in a study conducted by Schultz et
al (2001), revealed that 90% of women in the developing country keep engaging in farming and
agricultural work. Women and nature have been regarded as subordinates entity by men throughout

history, which expresses a close association between them (Wenz, 2001).

Attitude of Women towards Environment
Women in developing countries are chiefly responsible for the conservation and management

of resources for their families. They indulge in accumulating and storing water, protecting fuel, food,
and fodder, and managing and maintaining land —be it wetlands, forests, or agricultural land. In 1991,
the World Bank opined that women play a significant part in the management of natural resources,
including soil, forests, water, and energy. They have insightful traditional and contemporary
knowledge of the natural world around them. As a result, the effect of environment has an on the
well-being and health of women. Every home and society relies on women as they are principal
caregivers to children, elders, and the sick. The hereditary and traditional knowledge on how to give
medicines, nutritional balance food, and crop rotation methods are well known to most women.
Women’s lives and family lives are deeply affected during drought, unpredictable rainfall, or
rigorous storm affect their basic resources. Findings of several studies on the environment and
women revealed that natural disasters excessively hit women, minimizing their life expectancy rates,

particularly where there is disproportionate gender equality.

Ecological movements initiated by women

The contribution of women in the renovation and preservation of forests can be seen through

their various activities in ecological movements. They are :

L. Chipko Movement-Chipko Movement started in 1973 intending to preserve and conserve the
forests in Gharwala, Uttar Pradesh. The movement brought a situation of inconsistency in the status
f Women in society. Women raised chaos, that prevented Bhyunder valley, the Allahabad-based

S.pons company, Symonds from felling fourteen ash trees. Women demand their rights in the
i T nijrage
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decision-making process along with men. Primarily the movement was a process of women’s /-
participation. (Jain Shobhita, 1994). The conflict reveals the connection between women and the g
environment. &
are :
2. Appiko Movement-The word ‘Appiko’ means ‘hug’ in Kannada, and was founded and led by
Panduranga Hegde in 1983 in Karnataka. The movement initiated protests against the government R
policy to open forests for the development of industries. The agitated people including, men, women, ey
and children hugged trees. The major part was organized by Adivasi women (Elwell, 2016). ;ﬂd.
: < Nat)
3. Silent Valley Movement-The Silent Valley Movement was organized and led by Sugatha Kumar -
in the year 1976. It is one of India’s last remaining parts of virgin tropical evergreen forest. This ¢ .
valley is an important biodiversity hotspot in the southern end of the Western Ghats in Kerala. This ke
movement protested against the government's construction of a dam for the hydroelectric power ="
project. Later, the forest was declared a National Park. E
won
4.Narmada Bachao Andolan-The Narmada Bachao Andolan is a social movement organized by "
activist Medha Patkar in 1985. The protests aimed to stop the construction of large dams across the ¢ fore.:
Narmada river. Nari Shakti ka Sanman was the popular slogan among the Adivasis, environmental o
activists. Women were ready to negotiate their life to preserve the river and stop the construction of s
the dam (Borah, B. (2020). Celebrities including Booker Prize Winner Arundhati Roy and e
Bollywood actor Aamir Khan also supported the movement. -
5. Navdanya Movement-Navdanya is the largest organic movement led by Dr.Vandana Shiva in i
1984. It means nine crops that represent India’s collective source of food security (Warren, 2011). -
The primary focus of this movement was to save seeds from biopiracy. The activists were most s
women [armers from various states of India. .
Prospec
Women and Environment protection policies and programs the
There are many environmental policies at the national and International levels. Various Theref,
policies and programs have been created by the government, NGOs, and also by individuals. Women invopy;,
constitute half of the population so empowerment is required for the overall growth of the nation. Prome;
Therefore women are expected to be a part of developmental policies about the environment as they
AR TR e e e . SR 112|Pa-g‘é
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e very sensitive toward the environment. In light of this, the government of India undertakes the

fonowing environmental programs including women in the mission and vision of the nation. They

are

& Environmental Gender Index (EGI) ranks 46th out of 72 countries in the world. It advocates how
they permit gender and environment into their policies and planning. It controls gender equality
and women’s empowerment in protecting the environment.

& National Forest Policy 1988 was introduced during the 1990s to control deforestation along with
the support of state Forest Departments and local communities to reforest the degraded forest.
Women comprise 33% of the membership of the Vana

+ The National Policies for Women 201 gives importance to poor women as they can use natural
resources and also collect and can make assets out of natural resources to encounter poverty. It
also ensures that organically grown produce will be strengthened to make a decent life for

women.
+ Forest Rights Act permits women to use forest products and widens their roles in governing the

forests
*» National Television and All India Radio broadcast several programs about environmental
protection. It has become a part of the education system in schools and colleges which promoted

awareness among women about their role to protect the environment.

Conclusion

Women have a unique relationship with nature. Their interaction with nature and their actions
to environmental violation must be analyzed and identified irrespective of gender, class, caste, and
race. Women are the fatalist of environmental degradation and at the same time, they are active
agents in reforming, restructuring, and protecting the environment. Practically being close to nature,
Women are always able to realize and observe environmental problems better. Since women are the
Prospective users of the facilities, it is important to regard their opinion and views in planning to save
the environment and implementing projects for the same,
Thereforc, conservation of natural resources and promotion of environment cannot be done without
in‘-’Olving the women in planning and training for promoting the values for conservation and

Promotion of environment.
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